THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
levelling, collectivization, down to a faith held by command and a
science based on arbitrary premises. As if the science of our
orthodox Marxists, with its axiom of historic materialism, was any
less of an ad hoc doctrine and, as an "ideological superstructure",
any less deliberately made subject to particular social premises,
than the "artbedingt" science, the science trimmed to order, of the
Nazis! As if all the things that have been grotesquely perverted
into the irrational doctrines of Nazi racialism had not their com-
plete prototypes in the rationalist field! The Social Democratic
party's sports unions and cultural associations, its literature with
the characteristic party slang, its troops to maintain order, its
marching and flag-waving and rites, themselves set the example
for the brown battalions and all the organizations of National
Socialism.
That is the second aspect of the Social Democracy, great as that
movement on behalf of the working classes certainly was. No one
will question the immense educative work and the great positive
achievements of the Social Democratic movement. If the German
worker belonged to one of the best and most reliable types in the
modern Germany, thanks are due solely to the tireless work of
several generations of unknown Socialist teachers and leaders.
But this admirable work was paralysed by the doctrine and
practice of a collectivization which only required a new coefficient
in order to be turned into the ruling force of to-day, the revo-
lutionary movement of Nihilism.
Thus the future labour movement will have to make up its
mind: for which of these ends will it work? For this latter, which
has imposed itself on the essence of the movement as an alien
element, or for the former, the training of responsible personalities
on the basis of our Western culture? To continue to retain both
courses of development would cripple the Social Democracy as a
creative force in the State and in history. Social Democracy would
not be a factor in the future establishment of justice and harmony,
but a permanent focus of latent revolutionary destruction. It is
essential to get away from this duality, and to decide in favour of
the law with which this continent of ours began its historic life
two thousand years ago.
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